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The Transplantation Society
Sees the Value of its

Younger Members and
Acknowledges Them as
Tomorrow’s Leaders

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Philip J. O’Connell
TTS President

continues on page 2

A
s I write, Nancy Asher and I are

about to attend a nKOL (new Key

Opinion Leaders) meeting in

Thailand. The aim of these meetings is to

bring together the emerging leaders in

Transplantation with their mentors in a

retreat-style setting. The objective is to

encourage research both basic and clinical

among our younger members, and to give

them a platform to present their data and

get valuable feedback and encouragement

regarding their research and career goals.

Investigators from all over Asia will be

attending this meeting including those from

Thailand, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong,

Singapore, Taiwan, and Philippines. Asia is

an area of rapid advancement in

Transplantation and during my visits to

various transplant centres over the past 18

months I have been impressed with the

quality of their research and clinical practice.

Hence it is timely that we are having this

nKOL in Thailand at this point in time.

Participants of the recent nKoL meeting in Bangkok



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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This meeting is but one arm of the TTS strategy to engage
with younger members of the Society.  We have been very
proactive in making our International Congress attractive
and relevant for our younger members.  Registration fees
for fellows in training or those undertaking a higher degree
are only $150 USD, which is very competitive for a meeting
of this nature. Our program committee has put together an
innovative and forward-looking program. There are Young
Investigator Scientific Awards and International
Transplantation Science Mentee - Mentor Awards. We have
established a Young Member Committee, chaired by
Dr. Elmi Muller, which has organized special networking
events at the Congress to allow younger members to meet
and share experiences and ideas as well as develop
international links with other trainees in transplantation.

Planning for our meeting is continuing at a pace.  Abstract
submissions have just closed and the large number of
abstracts has gone out to reviewers.  It is anticipated that
submitters will get notification of the outcome by April 15.
Early bird registration deadline is May 16. I am looking
forward to meeting many of you at our Congress in Hong
Kong and I recommend you read how the program is
progressing in other articles in this edition of the Tribune.

[the] Young Member
Committee...has

organized special
networking events at

the Congress to allow
younger members to

meet and share
experiences and ideas

continues on page 3

   

President O’Connell and the TSS-TTS Mentee - Mentor

awardees at TSS 2015 in Lorne, Australia .
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As well as organizing our congress, the TTS Council has
been busy with many other initiatives. We continue to
collaborate with the WHO in the Notify project to
provide a resource for health authorities, organ donor
agencies and transplant professionals to assist them with
managing risk of disease transmission from donation of
Medical Products of Human Origin (MPHO) including
organ transplants. In November last year, I attended a
meeting of the Notify steering committee in Bologna,
Italy, with the objective of seeing how the Notify
Library could be better disseminated through
all jurisdictions and be more accessible to
users. This is one of several initiatives
which have been done in partnership
with other societies to improve the
safety of MPHO and ensure that
donors are treated safely and
ethically. Many of these joint
initiatives have been undertaken in
partnership with the WHO. Hence it
was pleasing to be informed by the
WHO Executive Board that they have
agreed to continue to include The
Transplantation Society in official
relations with the World Health
Organization. As a result, we look
forward to working with Dr. José
Nuñez Peña of the WHO on our joint
initiatives over the next triennium.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

World Health
Organization ...several initiatives

[which] have been done
in partnership with

other societies to
improve the safety of

MPHO and ensure that
donors are treated
safely and ethically

continues on page 4

Portico di San Luca, Bologna, Italy
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As a conclusion to my address I
would like to make mention of
three of our past presidents. In the
past few months, two eminent past
presidents have passed away. Sadly Professor J. Richard
Batchelor passed away on December 21st 2015 after a short
illness. Professor Batchelor served with distinction as President of
The Transplantation Society from 1988 to 1990. He is best
remembered for his work in the use of HLA matching in kidney-
donor selection in the pre-cyclosporine era. Those who knew him
will recall his gentle nature and integrity.

On January 25th this year, Dr. Paul Terasaki, Emeritus Professor of
Surgery at UCLA, passed away after a long illness. His assays
were used in HLA laboratories around the globe for allocating
organs, preventing hyper-acute rejection and fostering a unique
international collaboration in our understanding of the HLA
system. Much of what we take for granted today in clinical
transplantation was the result of his pioneering work. His energy
and innovative thinking was universally recognized and remained
with him despite advancing age and illness. He founded the
UCLA HLA Laboratory and the UCLA Kidney Transplant Registry.
He founded One Lambda, an Immunodiagnostics company, and
was the founder of the Terasaki Foundation. He served with
distinction as president of The Transplantation Society from 1982
to 1984. Obituaries for these two distinguished members of TTS
will appear shortly in Transplantation.

Finally, and on a happier note, I would like to congratulate
Francis Delmonico on his recent appointment to the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences. This is a prestigious appointment that
was made as a result of his scientific contributions without
reference to his ethnicity or religion. Rather, it is deserved
recognition of his lifelong contribution to the defense and
propagation of ethical organ donation. In part, it is a
testament to his uncompromising stand in defense of
the ethical approach to transplantation. On behalf of all
of us I would like to congratulate Frank on this
remarkable achievement and I urge you all to read the
more detailed article of his appointment in this issue of
the Tribune.  n

in memoriam

...a testament to
his uncompromising
stand in defense of

the ethical approach
to transplantation

Dr. Delmonico and members of DICG meet with Pope Francis in September 2014.



DECLARATION OF ISTANBUL CUSTODIAN GROUPPAPAL APPOINTMENT

T
he Transplantation Society is very proud to know that Francis
Delmonico has been appointed by Pope Francis to the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences in February 2016. The

Academy was formed by Pope Pius XI in 1936. The aim of the
Pontifical Academy is the promotion of mathematical, physical and
natural sciences. Selection for the Academy is based on the
candidate’s “original scientific studies and moral personality without
consideration of the candidate’s ethnic or religious background”. The

Academy organizes meetings to promote the progress of science and
the solution of scientific-technical problems that are important to mankind.

In 2006, the Academy published the report of one of these meetings on the
validity of the concept of brain death; entitled “Why the concept of brain death is a valid
concept of death”. The Academy contains some of the most eminent scientists from
around the globe. Since 1936, there have been 49 Nobel laureates who have been
appointed to the Academy. Current eminent members include Werner Arber, David
Baltimore, Francis Collins, Suzanne Cory, Stephen Hawking, Erna Moller, Yuan Tseh Lee,
Takashi Gojobori, Stanislas Dehaene, and Ryōji Noyori. Previous Academy members who
were involved in the transplant field include Alexis Carel, Joseph Murray and Erna Moller.
Francis Delmonico is the immediate Past President of TTS and has been elected to the
Academy in recognition of his outstanding contribution to transplantation. He has made
a lifelong contribution to promotion of ethical organ
donation and prevention of organ trafficking. He is
the Chief Medical Officer of the New England
Organ Bank. On behalf of TTS, I would like to
congratulate Frank on this outstanding
achievement, which is fitting recognition of
his lifelong work in the field.  n

TTS CONGRATULATES
FRANCIS DELMONICO
ON HIS APPOINTMENT
TO THE PONTIFICAL

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

Philip J. O’Connell
TTS President
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TTS 2016

AUGUST IS COMING FAST AND THINGS
ARE SHAPING UP VERY NICELY!

O
ur Program Committee has been hard at work
putting together an engaging and informative
lineup of session topics and speakers. In addition

to TTS President, Philip J. O’Connell, our plenary speakers
will include Christophe Legendre (Impact of Complement
Binding and Non-binding Antibodies on Rejection),
Marina Berenguer (Magnitude of Hepatitis C in Solid
Organ Transplantation), and Felix Meissner (Proteomics:
Eavesdropping on Communicating Immune Cells). 
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TTS 2016 
26TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
THE TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY

AUGUST
18–23

Only four
months to go!  

Not only are our longstanding members and followers
offering their usual sizeable contributions to this event, we
are also noticing a growing interest from students and young
leaders in the field. An unprecedented number of Asian
specialists have also come onboard to share their specific
expertise on living donation. New perspectives, priceless
knowledge, fresh ideas, and groundbreaking experience will
all play a vital role in making this edition of the International
Congress a must on your summer to-do list. 

The Headquarters team has also been working closely
with its local partners in Hong Kong and is very excited
about everything this wonderful destination has to offer.
Whether you are looking to marvel at a world famous
skyline, indulge in new and exciting culinary experiences,
or shop to your heart’s content, Hong Kong is sure to have
just the thing to make your stay as enjoyable as it will be
educational. With a destination that is easy to reach,
having affordable accommodation, and an overall family-
friendly atmosphere, there is no excuse not to take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to discover this
diverse metropolis. We are also proud to offer extremely
low registration rates for students, fellows, trainees and
allied health professionals, as well as a very beneficial early
bird registration for all. Make sure to take advantage of
these discounted rates by registering by May 16, 2016!

For those who want to show their support for the
worldwide educational initiative that is the TTS Congress
and take on a true leadership role in medical education,
transplantation science and global ethical practices, the
Organizing Committee is offering a multitude of
diversified and customizable sponsorship opportunities to
guarantee that your particular goals are met. There is no
better time or place to communicate your brand to the
rapidly rising transplant community in Asia – Hong Kong
being by far one of the most strategic markets for
entering new territories and broadening your reach, not to
mention showing a true dedication to the progression of
the industry. We are committed to building fruitful
partnerships and working closely with all of those willing
to contribute to this endeavor we all hold near and dear
to our hearts.

Stay tuned and informed about our progress through our
monthly congress newsletter.  n

Early-Bird Deadline MAY 16
visit www.tts2016.org to register today! 



TTS 2016 
26TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
THE TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY

AUGUST
18–23

Anniversary

th

www.tts2016.org

the congress the program the city

4000+ attendees &
exhibitors

%43 physicians

29 surgeons

12 researchers

16 other healthcare professionels

80+ represented
nations

%%
asia 40

europe 24
north america 19

middle east /africa 8
oceania 5

latin america 4

1800+

sc
ie

nt
ifi

c
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns

640+

or
al

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

1500+

ab
str

ac
ts

40
$150 reg. price
for students and

fellows (members)

travel
awards

1500+ abstract-driven
presentations

Transplantation &
Transplant Tourism

Emerging Technologies
in Bioengineering

Regeneration & Repair

Increased Deceased
Donation in Asia

Christophe M. Legendre
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Magnitude of Hepatitis C
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Felix Meissner
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Communicating Immune Cells

  E
A

ST
 m

eets WEST

a perfect blend of
 c

ul
tu

re
s

53 hospitals, 9 universities, 41 beaches 

40% of Hong Kong is protected
natural reserves & parks

a top international
 culinary destination

143 direct flights

197 nations do not
       need a visa

hotels
starting at $135/night

155 metro and
       rail stations



8

T
he Declaration of Istanbul Custodian Group’s
(DICG) Board of Councillors has come to its annual
transition-point. A third group of Councillors has

completed its second three-year term and new members
have now joined for a new term.

Six new Councillors have just been elected to
serve from January 1, 2016 to December 31,
2018. This includes Somchai Eiam-Ong
(Thailand) and John Gill (Canada), proposed by
the International Society of Nephrology (ISN);
Nancy Ascher (USA) and Haibo Wang (China),
proposed by TTS; and Mirela Bušić (Croatia)
and Riadh Fadhil (Qatar), proposed by the
Nominating Committee. 

At the end of 2015, six members left the Board
including Alex Capron, Jeremy Chapman,
Gabriel Danovitch (outgoing DICG Co-Chair),
Vivek Jha, Adeera Levin and Faissal Shaheen.
We look forward to their continuing involvement
in the DICG as far as proposing people who are

working to further the principles of the Declaration
as potential DICG members, and their participation

whenever the general membership of the DICG gathers.

In 2008, the ISN and TTS worked on preparing content for
the Istanbul Declaration on Organ Trafficking and
Transplant Tourism. Their efforts culminated in the
Declaration being finalized at the International Summit in
Istanbul, Turkey.

After a series of meetings, the TTS and ISN created a
Declaration of Istanbul Custodian Group (DICG) to
shepherd activities of the community including
interactions with public and professional groups,
governments and patients. A set of working groups was
created to foster and track activities worldwide, so that
demonstrable progress in the fight against transplant
tourism and organ trafficking can be made.

Read more about the Declaration of Istanbul and the
Custodian Group by visiting the website at
www.declarationofistanbul.org.  n

DECLARATION OF ISTANBUL CUSTODIAN GROUP

in-coming and
out-going 

elections and end-of-terms
creates changes in the
Board of Councillors

SOMCHAI EIAM-ONG, Thailand

JOHN GILL, Canada

NANCY ASCHER, USA

HAIBO WANG, China

MIRELA BUŠIC, Croatia

RIADH FADHIL, Qatar

NEW COUNCILLORS
FOR 2016-2018
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ISN-TTS SISTER TRANSPLANT CENTER PROGRAM 

T
TS is pleased to announce the latest list of
transplant centers that have been accepted into the
ISN-TTS Sister Transplant Center Program. These

centers will take part in this program in 2016 following a
call for applications in September 2015.

The ISN-TTS Sister Transplant Center Program is a joint
partnership set up between TTS and The International
Society of Nephrology (ISN)  to create new kidney
transplant centers and develop existing kidney transplant
programs in emerging countries. 

This initiative encourages transplant centers to work
together to increase opportunities for kidney transplant
patients in developing countries. An experienced
transplant center in the developed world lends its support
to an emerging transplant center to facilitate vital
multidisciplinary training and encourage both centers to
exchange their knowledge and expertise. The results are
beneficial to both sides. Supporting centers get involved
in global health, spread ethical and competent
transplantation to regions of the world with limited or no
current access to transplantation. Emerging centers
connect with a multidisciplinary team of international
experts in transplantation from a world-leading center.

For further information please visit the ISN-TTS website
at: www.tts.org/affiliations/initiatives/isn-tts-sister-
transplant-center-program

• Jawaharhal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences, India /
University Hospitals Coventry &
Warwickshire NHS Trust, UK

• Institute of Medicine, Nepal /
Monash Medical Centre, Australia

• Kidney Transplant Unit
Southern Philippines Medical Center /
University of Barcelona

• Al Najah University Hospital, Palestine /
Royal Liverpool University Hospital, UK

• Fundacion Valle del Lili, Colombia /
Boston Children's Hospital, USA

new center
partnerships
for 2016
the selected centers

that will work together

this year are:
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Transplantation
International Liver Transplantation Society

Official Journal of
The Transplantation Society &

how to publish
an article

are you thinking of publishing in
your journals: Transplantation
and Transplantation Direct?

TRANSPLANTATION AND TRANSPLANTATION DIRECT

T
he mission of Transplantation is to be the primary
trusted publication for information, education and
research in transplantation across the spectrum of

basic, translational and clinical sciences. We want to see
papers that stimulate debate, highlight progress and both
educate and inform us all.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO PUBLISH? 

There are different formats for publication... 

ARTICLE:
A full-length report of completed basic and 
experimental research, or clinical and translational 
research. 

SHORT REPORT:
A brief report of significance in the field. The more 
concise the report the better it is for the reader! 

OVERVIEW:
Generally invited, these are concise reviews of a 
special interest topic in the field of transplantation; 
however, author-initiated proposals will be considered.
It is worth sending us an outline/abstract of an 

overview in advance for the editors to comment on. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Letters are either:
Informational - briefly presenting a significant topic of 
particular interest; or
Correspondence - in which comments are made on 
articles previously published in Transplantation.

TYPES OF MANUSCRIPTS PUBLISHED

Please note the limits of each different type of manuscript...

Type Text Word Limit* Abstract Word Limit Reference Limit Illustration Limit**

Article 4,000 250 structured N/A N/A

Short Report 3,000 250 structured 30 3

Overview 6,000 250 N/A N/A

Letter to the Editor 500 N/A 5 1

Commentary 1,000 N/A 10 1
(invited)

* includes abstract, introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion
** combined total of figures and tables
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TRANSPLANTATION AND TRANSPLANTATION DIRECT
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we have many resources to
help you with writing and

submission on our submission
website, which is worth a look:

www.editorialmanager.com/tpa

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Once you have submitted your paper to the website, it
will be checked to make sure it is all formatted correctly
and then the Editors will be chosen to handle the paper.
Each paper has an Executive Editor, a Deputy Editor and
an Associate Editor assigned. The AE will be an expert in
the subject matter of the paper and they will assign two or
more referees to review the paper in detail and provide
you with comments on how to improve it. Then editors
have a different task—they must decide if it is going to be
good enough to get into the top 17-19% of papers and if
not, whether it falls within the scope of our new
companion journal Transplantation Direct. Fewer than one
in five papers gets into Transplantation and many good
papers miss out.

We created Transplantation Direct to provide a place for
you to publish: preliminary reports on high impact
experimental or clinical findings; clinical trial protocols of
special high interest; new methodologies and technical
papers; novel, as yet untested, hypotheses; registry reports
and case studies of interest. For more information see:

http://journals.lww.com/transplantationdirect/pages/
aboutthejournal.aspx

Transplantation Direct is an open access journal that
readers can freely access here:
http://journals.lww.com/transplantationdirect/pages/
currenttoc.aspx

QUESTIONS?

If you have any enquires about the journals please
contact me at: editorialoffice@journal.tts.org

This is your journal—read it online, get the app for iPad,
or get a print copy delivered:
www.transplantjournal.com
http://journals.lww.com/transplantjournal

Jeremy Chapman
Editor-in-Chief
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INTERACTIVE TEACHING SERIES

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

C
ontinuing on from a successful 2015 program,
the Education Committee Core Curriculum
webinars are in full swing for 2016. Late last year,

Dr. Kim Solez gave a fantastic overview of renal
transplant pathology and how it is likely to evolve over
time; and Dr. Jeremy Chapman discussed the problem
of cancers in renal transplant recipients. This calendar
year began in February with Drs. Dominique Martin and
Francis Delmonico discussing the principles of organ
transplantation, with particular focus on the ethical
issues involved in the selection of recipients; and was
followed in March with a engaging presentation by Dr.
Daniel Abramowicz on the processes of recipient
assessment and evaluation. All webinar recordings are
posted on the TTS website under the ‘Education’
tabbed section, and we remind our members that
Enduring ACCME credits for this series can be claimed
for up to two months after each presentation.

Another Trainee Track series of webinars is under
development, and  scheduled to begin in the spring of
2016. The potential topics that would be addressed in
the series are tailored to the needs of transplant
trainees around the world and would be modified on
the basis of on-going feedback.

The Education Committee also wishes to draw the
attention of the members to the rich content under the
“Education Library”. The library has materials from
multiple sources -- including webinars and presentations
from past congresses --  and users have the ability to
filter content using the online search engine available
at the link. The Library is being continuously refined with
new material added monthly.

The TTS Education Committee is also pleased to
endorse a comprehensive course in kidney
transplantation prepared by experts at the University of
Leiden, the Netherlands. Hosted on the Coursera
platform, this is a self-paced course that starts from the
basics of transplant, immunology and goes on to discuss
immunosuppression management, transplant
complications etc. There is the possibility of taking an
exam with each module. To learn more about the course
corriculum and to sign up, please visit the course page
on the TTS website at www.tts.org/education/courses
/126-education/1994-clinical-kidney-transplantation-
course.

Finally, as part of the TTS Congress taking place in
August, Drs. Vivek Jha and Marcelo Cantarovich are co-
chairing the clinical section of the 2016  Postgraduate
Education program. The program includes clinical, basic
science, organ donation and a pediatric concurrent
session. The full program will be announced shortly and
will include special features on grant writing skills.  n
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comprehensive
resources
continued successful

programming increases the
value of our Education Library

RECORDINGS ONLINE NOW!

HOWARD M. GEBEL
Role of the Histocompatibility Laboratory in
Solid Organ Transplantation Circa 2015

STANLEY C. JORDAN
Immunosuppression to Immune Modulation

JAY FISHMAN
Transplant Infectious Diseases

DORRY SEGEV
Paired Donation

MICHAEL MENGEL
Rejection - Cell Mediated, Antibody Mediated
and Chronic Allograft

JEREMY R. CHAPMAN
Post-Transplant Malignancy

KIM SOLEZ
Renal Transplant Pathology and
Future Perspectives

DOMINIQUE MARTIN & FRANCIS DELMONICO
Principles of Organ Allocation -
Ethics and Selection of Appropriate Recipients

DANIEL ABRAMOWICZ
Recipient Assessment and Evaluation
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ETHICS COMMITTEE

T
he Ethics Committee would like to thank all those
who participated in its recent research projects.
Analysis of data collected from the 2015 survey

investigating psychosocial evaluation of living organ
donors is now complete, and a summary report of the
results will be published on the TTS website in the coming
months. A journal publication is also under preparation.

The working group investigating professional experiences
of ethical issues in donation and transplantation is currently
analyzing the data from the survey conducted earlier this
year. A number of people have written to the Committee
expressing interest in its activities; we hope to provide
more opportunities for TTS members to be involved in the
work of the committee in the future, and believe the results
of this most recent survey will help to ensure our future
activities address the priority concerns of TTS membership.

In November, a number of Committee members working
on current research projects were privileged to participate in a meeting in Doha
organized by Professor Riadh Fadhil at the Qatar Organ Donation Center, hosted
by the Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC). Together with Dr. José Nuñez Peña from
the World Health Organization, and colleagues from HMC, Committee members
contributed to a fascinating ethics symposium for HMC professionals and
participated in a one day workshop focused on the Committee’s research projects. 

A number of ethical topics will be covered in the program of the upcoming
Congress in Hong Kong, and we hope to see many TTS members at these
sessions. Please take the opportunity during the Congress to connect with
members of the Ethics Committee and discuss any ideas you may have for our
future activities. In the meantime, please write to us if you wish to get in touch.  n

The Ethics Committee Working Group Meeting in Doha, Qatar:

(from left to right) Rudolf Garcia-Gallont, Kristof Van Assche, Dominique Martin, Riadh Fadhil,
Katrina Bramstedt, Ian Dittmer, Lucy Wynter, Beatriz Domínguez-Gil, José Nuñez Peña

recent
research
2015 survey on

professional experiences
to shape Congress

activities...and beyond

2015 survey on
professional experiences

to shape Congress
activities...and beyond
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In addition to the TSC
supporting 30 Young
Investigator Scientific

awards, 34 Mentee/
Mentor awards will

be co-sponsored by
TTS and other

international societies

Canadian Society of Transplantation 1

Deutschen Transplantationsgesellschaft (Germany) 2

Indian Society of Organ Transplantation 10

Japan Society for Transplantation 3

Middle East Society for Organ Transplantation 2

Nederlandse Transplantatie Vereniging (The Netherlands) 2

Sociedad Española de Trasplante (Spain) 2

Sociedad Mexicana de Trasplantes (Mexico) 2

Société Francophone de Transplantation (France) 1

Society of Transplantation Singapore 2

Turkic World Transplantation Society 1

Türkiye Organ Nakli Dernegi (Turkey) 1

Transplantation Society of Australia and New Zealand 5

We will once again offer very affordable housing and
registration fees ($150 for trainee) in order to attract
young clinicians and researchers. Social events at the
Hong Kong meeting will be plentiful and the
Transplantation Science Committee will be organizing
a network event that will celebrate all recipients and
supporting societies of Mentee - Mentor awards, and
the recipients of Young Investigator awards. Please join
us for this event.

Finally, thinking beyond 2016, we are delighted to
team up with Megan Levings and Lori West from
Edmonton, Canada to organize the 15th Transplantation
Science Symposium to take place May 24-26, 2017 in
Victoria, BC, Canada. Stay tuned!  n

2016

NEW CO-CHAIR OF THE TSC
DR. SHANE T. GREY
Darlinghurst, Australia

Group Head, Immunology
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

NHMRC Senior Research Fellow

ARC Future Fellow
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CANADIAN SOCIETY OF TRANSPLANTATION (CST)
Mentee: Esme Dijke, Canada Mentor: Lori J. West
Mentee: Romy Hoeppli, Canada Mentor: Megan Levings

GERMAN TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY (DTG)
Mentee: Philip Renner, Germany Mentor: Edward Geissler

EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION (ESOT)
Mentee: Masaaki Watnabe, Sweden Mentor: Bo-Goran Ericzon

JAPAN SOCIETY FOR TRANSPLANTATION (JST)
Mentee: Hiroshi Sakai, Japan Mentor: Yuka Tanaka
Mentee: Selichi Shimizu, Japan Mentor: Yuka Tanaka

TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND (TSANZ)
Mentee: Nicholas Geraghty, Australia Mentor: Debbie Watson
Mentee: Laetitia Le Texier, Australia Mentor: Kelli P. MacDonald
Mentee: Kisha N. Sivanathan, Australia Mentor: Shane Grey
Mentee: Nicholas Geraghty, Australia Mentor: Patrick T. Coates
Mentee: Nathan Zammit, Australia Mentor: Shane Grey

THE TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY (TTS)
Mentee: Enzo Candia, Chile Mentor: Juan Alberto Fierro Correa
Mentee: Chang-Xian Li, China Mentor: Nancy Kwan Man
Mentee: Michelle Miller, USA Mentor: Maria-Luisa Alegre
Mentee: Sina Raeisi, Iran Mentor: Hassan Argania
Mentee: Aseda Tena, USA Mentor: David Sachs
Mentee: James Young, USA Mentor: Anita Chong

Congratulations
to the Winners

of the 2015
Mentee - Mentor

Awards

TTSSSS
22001155

Lorne,
Australia

November 11–13
www.TSS2015.org

14th Transplantation Science Symposium
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T
he Transplantation Society now has a Young
Members Committee, and we are motivated to
improve the opportunities for our younger

members to develop, train and network within the Society. 

We are organizing an exciting programme for the 26th

International Congress in Hong Kong and we are hoping
to see as many of our young members there as possible.

We will be hosting a networking event and also launch a
Mentee - Mentor programme during this event.
Furthermore, look out for our exciting breakfast session in
which we will discuss issues and problems specifically
related to the younger generation. Please provide the
appropriate demographic information for young
members when you register for the Congress in order to
receive the updates of these events.

Your opinion counts! Please answer the 7 questions
contained in the following survery to receive regular
updates, specifically for the younger generation TTS
members:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/TTSYoungmembers n

motivated
improvements

young members
connecting in Hong Kong



WOMEN IN TRANSPLANTATION 
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networking &
developement

a successful 2015 and
a new leadership workshop  

T
he Women in Transplantation initiative completed
a very successful year of events in 2015, which
culminated with our final networking event at the

Joint Congress of IPITA-IXA-CTS in Melbourne,
Australia. The panel of speakers highlighted young
women researchers and clinicians and discussed the
challenges they foresee the next generation of women
in medicine will experience and how they will overcome
those challenges. The recording of this presentation is
now available on the WIT website. In 2015, the WIT
initiative featured a new format for our networking
events that includes a panel of three or four women
from diverse backgrounds sharing experiences on a
range of topics, such as the generation gap and
challenges of translational research, as well as our first
WIT presentation in Spanish. The recordings of all our
WIT sessions are now available in the WIT Educational
Resource Library.

For 2016, we are pleased to announce a new initiative
of WIT: the Developing Leaders Workshop, supported
by Novartis. The first workshop is slated to take place in
advance of the American Transplant Congress on
Saturday, June 11, in Boston, MA, USA. This series of
workshops will focus on providing transplant
professionals with the information and tools necessary
to excel in areas of their career outside traditional
research and scientific themes. WIT has enlisted expert
speakers to foster and enhance participants’ leadership
development and provide extended networking
opportunities for women transplant professionals. For
more information on the workshop or to register, please
visit the workshop on the WIT website here.  n

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 || BOSTON, MA, USA || HILTON BOSTON BACK BAY 

supported by

THE WIT INITIATIVE WOULD LIKE
TO EXTEND ITS APPRECIATION

TO ASTELLAS FOR THEIR
SUPPORT OF SEVERAL OF OUR
2015 NETWORKING EVENTS



WOMEN IN TRANSPLANTATION 

WIT will continue
to host at international

transplant meetings
and we look forward

to seeing you at future
networking events 

NETWORKING LUNCH
April 29 | 12:15–13:30

ISHLT 2016 - Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
Washington DC, USA

DEVELOPING LEADERS WORKSHOP 
June 11 | 12:00–17:00

2015 American Transplant Congress
John B. Hynes Convention Center
Boston, MA, USA

NETWORKING BREAKFAST 
June 14 | 07:00–08:15

2015 American Transplant Congress
John B. Hynes Convention Center
Boston, MA, USA

NETWORKING LUNCH
June 22 | 12:30–14:00

FOCiS 2016
Seaport Hotel & World Trade Center
Boston, MA, USA

DEVELOPING LEADERS WORKSHOP &
NETWORKING EVENT
August 20 | 17:00–19:30

TTS 2016
Hong Kong Convention Centre
Hong Kong

NETWORKING BREAKFAST
September 29 | 07:00–08:15

ASHI 2016 - Annual Meeting
Hyatt Regency St. Louis at the Arch
St. Louis, MO, USA

NETWORKING COCKTAIL
October 14 | 17:30–18:30

ITNS 2016 - 25th Annual Symposium
The Westin Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA, USA
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CELL TRANSPLANT AND
REGENERATIVE MEDICINE SOCIETY UPDATE

T
he Council of the newly renamed Cell Transplant
and Regenerative Medicine Society is pleased to
report on the ongoing activities of our Section. Our

immediate past president, Maria Kalmounda, has set very
high standards by working tirelessly on the very successful
Joint IPITA-IXA-CTS Congress held in Melbourne, Australia
in November 2015, which attracted over 600 delegates
from 29 countries. The 2015 Congress was also the
opportunity for the CTRMS to present its first named
lecture: the Camillo Ricordi Lecture. The lecture was
established to honor Camillo as CTS’s founder, long-time
supporter and pioneer in the field of cellular
transplantation. The Society felt it was most fitting for
Camillo to present the first lecture and provide congress
attendees with a history of the field and his outlook on the
future of cell and regenerative transplantation.

Beginning his term as the new President of the Society,
Anil Dhawan has asked the Council of the Society to look
towards further enhancing the reputation of the Society in
the fields related to cellular therapies in humans. In doing
so, the Council developed the new mission for the Society.
In addition, the Council identified the following initiatives
that could help to achieve this revised mission.  n

1. Increase membership of the CTRMS to 
include scientists from all cell lines;

2. CTRMS to be a Society that champions 
the translational aspect of cell therapy 
towards human use;

3. Create meaningful partnerships with 
patients advocacy groups and the 
biotech industry; and

4. Engage with regulatory authorities
with an aim for our Society to be an 
opinion leader.

a new
mission

Cell Transplant and
   Regenerative Medicine

Society

“The Cell Transplant and
Regenerative Medicine
Society exists to be the
leader in developing and

translating, safe cellular and
regenerative therapies to
patients. The Society will
promote research and

collaboration and focus on
regulatory matters, as they
relate to clinical translation.”
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CELL TRANSPLANT AND
REGENERATIVE MEDICINE SOCIETY UPDATE
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THE CTRMS IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THE LOCATION OF OUR UPCOMING CONGRESS IN 2017,
WHICH WILL BE HOSTED JOINTLY WITH THE CANADIAN
SOCIETY OF TRANSPLANTATION IN HALIFAX,
NOVA SCOTIA, CANADA FROM SEPTEMBER 26TH-29TH.

SANA ASIF, SWEDEN

MARIA CORONEL, UNITED STATES

JOANNA CWYKIEL, UNITED STATES

MELISSA DAVIS, UNITED STATES

GAETANO FALEO, UNITED STATES

RAQUEL FERNANDEZ DACOSTA, UNITED KINGDOM

ANTHONY FREI, UNITED STATES

LIZA GRAPENSPARR, SWEDEN

PERIKLIS KYRIAZIS, UNITED STATES

SHARON LEHEC, UNITED KINGDOM

XIAOQIAN MA, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

FABIO MARONGIU, ITALY

KATE SMITH, UNITED STATES

LEAH STEYIN, UNITED STATES

Congratulations to
the Winners of

the 2015 Scientific
Awards for CTRMS
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INTERNATIONAL PANCREAS AND ISLET
TRANSPLANTATION ASSOCIATION UPDATE

T
he IPITA-IXA-CTS Joint Congress took place in
Melbourne from November 15-19, 2015 and was
a great success both in terms of a record

attendance of 629 delegates and of its scientific quality.
Plenary sessions gave ample opportunity for cross-
fertilization in the fields of interest of all three societies,
addressing the topics of clinical trials update,
regenerative medicine and innate immunity. Efforts at
involving other categories of professionals involved in
transplantation for juvenile diabetes were enhanced. A
workshop designed for allied health-care professionals
(AHP) took place and will be the basis for building a
strong international AHP Committee in IPITA. Our efforts
to involve younger physicians, surgeons and scientists
was brought to a greater level thanks to the active
involvement of the new Young Investigator Committee
of IPITA, who organized a debate session with the title
“Beta-Cell Replacement: What will we be oing in 2025?“
The attractive format of alternating the views of young
investigators with those of established speakers was
enthusiastically received and resulted in a lively and
room-packed session. The traditional IPITA awards were
presented to Drs. Guido Pozza and Konrad Federlin (Paul
Lacy Award Lecture), and Dr. Hans Sollinger (Richard
Lillehei Award Lecture), in consideration of their
tremendous contributions to the fields of islet and
pancreas transplantation. The Derek Gray Travel
Fellowship Award was presented to Dr. Raphaël Meier. 

The venue for the 16th IPITA Congress was selected by a
vote from our membership and revealed in the closing
session of the Congress. We are looking forward to
traveling to Oxford in June 20-23, 2017 for the next
IPITA Congress co-hosted by Profs. Paul Johnson and
Peter Friend and held in the newly constructed University
of Oxford Mathematics Institute.

an enthusiastic outlook 

building towards the

2017 Oxford Congress

a record-
setting joint
congress and
new initiatives
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INTERNATIONAL PANCREAS AND ISLET
TRANSPLANTATION ASSOCIATION UPDATE

AHMED ARZOUNI, UNITED KINGDOM

ROBERT CROOKSTON, UNITED KINGDOM

BRIAN EBY, UNITED STATES

JULIE HAYWARD, CANADA

MAZHAR KANAK, UNITED STATES

HUSSEIN KHAMBALIA, UNITED KINGDOM

RAHUL KRISHNAN, UNITED STATES

CHAO LI, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

GOPALAKRISHNAN LOGANATHAN, UNITED STATES

ANDREW PEPPER, CANADA

NANCY RADKE, UNITED STATES

ROBERT REDFIELD III, UNITED STATES

SARA SACKETT, UNITED STATES

LETÍCIA TERRA, BRAZIL

SARA ULLSTEN, SWEDEN

WENSHENG ZHANG, UNITED STATES

Congratulations to
the Winners of

the 2015 Scientific
Awards for IPITA

Prior to the Congress, the IPITA Council held a
productive biennial retreat in nearby Flinders to take
on a variety of issues critical to the health and future
success of the Association. New Councilors Takashi
Kenmochi, Lorenzo Piemonti and Mike Rickels were
welcomed, and departing Councilors and officers Paul
Johnson, Mitch Gotoh and Peter Stock were gratefully
thanked for their contribution to IPITA. Development
of the newly established Allied Health-Care
Professionals and Young Investigators Committees was
placed high on the agenda. In the wake of the highly
successful Key Opinion Leaders meeting on future
research objectives in the fields of beta-cell
replacement therapies held in Oxford in the May of
2014, it was decided to repeat this type of focused
workshop experience. Two events are planned for the
fall/winter 2016. The first event will be a KOL meeting
on stem cell-derived beta cells, in view of increasing
progress and advances that are likely to result in radical
changes of practice in therapies for type 1 diabetes.
The second will be a consensus meeting aiming at
defining criteria for function and success or failure of
pancreas and islet grafts.

We hope that these new initiatives will generate
enthusiasm in our membership and will show that IPITA
is pursuing its growth as a dynamic and innovative
Association. We value our members’ opinions and
invite you to share your comments, ideas and
suggestions by emailing to sections@tts.org. n

CHUNG-GYU PARK
Islet Xenotransplantation

PRATIK CHOUDHARY
Will the Artificial Pancreas
Abolish the Need for Pancreas
and Islet Transplantation?

EELCO DE KONING
How To Set Up an Islet Program

RECORDING
ONLINE NOW!

2016
Webinar Series

MORE WEBINARS ARE IN THE WORKS!
VISIT THE IPITA WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
AND TO VIEW ALL OUR PREVIOUS

PRESENTATIONS!

June
Date/Time TBD

September
Date/Time TBD



INTERNATIONAL PEDIATRIC
TRANSPLANT ASSOCIATION UPDATE

T
he Executive Committee and Council of the
International Pediatric Transplant Association
(IPTA) is pleased to provide an update of our

Association's activities. 

The next IPTA Fellows Meeting on Pediatric
Transplantation will take place in New York City, USA,
from April 8 -9, 2016. This Fellows Meeting is held every
two years, traditionally in off years of the main IPTA
Congress. The symposium is designed for and limited
to clinical fellows and residents, surgical fellows,
research fellows, and other trainees who are planning a
career in pediatric transplantation medicine, surgery, or
research. The scientific program has been compiled by
the IPTA Education Committee and Executive
Committee, and meeting participants will have the
opportunity to learn about the field of pediatric solid
organ transplantation from experts in both basic science
and clinical care while working within small interactive
groups. The meeting also offers important insights into
career development through access to expert faculty.
Maximum attendance for this program is twenty-five
participants and attendees have been selected based
on the score of their abstract submission. We gratefully
acknowledge the support of the IPTA Fellows Meeting
by grants from TTS and Novartis.

career
building and
new journal

articles
the 2016 Fellows

Meeting takes place in

New York City this month 
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INTERNATIONAL PEDIATRIC
TRANSPLANT ASSOCIATION UPDATE

The IPTA Publications Committee has proposed a new
type of article for our journal Pediatric Transplantation
called IPTA Practice Recommendations. These
recommendations use similar levels of evidence as the
more elaborate practice guidelines, such as the KDIGO
guidelines, but because of the smaller evidence-base
in the pediatric transplant literature, the process does
not include the same extensive literature review. The
policy and procedure for the review and approval of
IPTA practice recommendations is as follows:

(i) Each publication of Practice Recommendations
drafted by the IPTA Publication Committee 
receives IPTA endorsement by an Ad Hoc 
Committee of experts with a short turnaround 
time of seven working days. This Ad Hoc 
Committee consists of 2–4 people from the 
IPTA Council (non-authors) and is appointed by
the IPTA Executive.

(ii) The manuscript, which has been revised 
according to the suggestions of the Ad Hoc 
Committee, is submitted to the journal 
Pediatric Transplantation, where it undergoes 
the regular peer review process.

(iii) The manuscript, which has been revised 
according to the suggestions of the reviewers 
of Pediatric Transplantation, is reviewed and 
approved by the IPTA Council.

(iv) The manuscript is then posted on the IPTA 
website as a draft and an email will be 
circulated to the IPTA membership and with a 
ten-day period outlined for public commentary
and feedback to be sent to the main author.

there is increasing
evidence that renal

dysfunction is a major
confounder for the

survival of non-renal
pediatric solid organ
transplant recipients

The first practice recommendations will deal with the
monitoring and management of renal dysfunction after
pediatric non-renal transplantation because there is
increasing evidence that renal dysfunction is a major
confounder for the survival of non-renal pediatric solid organ
transplant recipients. This first IPTA Practice
Recommendation will soon be published in an upcoming
volume of the journal Pediatric Transplantation. n

9th Congress of the

International Pediatric
Transplant Association

BARCELONA, SPAIN
May 27–30, 2017 | www.ipta2017.org
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR ORGAN
DONATION AND PROCUREMENT UPDATE

T
he Council of the ISODP spent most of 2015
focused on the Organ Donation Congress held in
Seoul, South Korea. The Congress was very

successful, well-attended and had the highest quality
scientific program as a result of the expertise of our
Congress Chair, Jongwon Ha, Scientific Program
Committee Chair, Günter Kirste, and the ISODP
President, Kimberly Young.

During the Congress, the Council met and reviewed and
revised our strategic plan and agreed to continue to
focus on three key initiatives:

(1) increasing donation worldwide;

(2) improving professional practice for donation; and,

(3) enabling information sharing.

These priorities drive the ongoing activities offered to
our members, such as our webinars and regional
Coordinator workshops. The Council will also work on
revitalizing our Society’s website to feature additional
education materials and resources to further enhance
our strategic priorities. The first update to the website
has been completed; the recordings of the Seoul
Congress are now available to be viewed by TTS and
ISODP members. 

The ISODP will continue to offer our TTS-Astellas
regional Coordinator workshop again in 2016; the
Council is currently in the process of finalizing the date
and location of this workshop and looks forward to the
opportunity to improve local organ donation in a new
region following our highly successful 2015 workshop
that was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

The Society is also pleased to formally announce the
date and location of our 14th International
Congress, to be hosted in Geneva, Switzerland
from September 5-9, 2017. TTS and ISODP
members can look forward to an exciting and
engaging meeting that will be organized in
partnership with Philippe Morel and Leo Bühler

from the University Hospital Geneva, and Franz Immer
from Swiss Transplant.  n

increase   •

improve   •

enable   •

driving key
initiatives

Organ
Donation
Congress

14th Congress of
The International Society for Organ
Donation and Procurement

Organ
Donation
Congress

14th Congress of
The International Society for Organ
Donation and Procurement

Geneva
2017

Geneva
2017

September 5–9, 2017
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR ORGAN
DONATION AND PROCUREMENT UPDATE

Supported by:

ISODP2016

SERIES

KIMBERLY YOUNG 
Education for the Public

THOMAS NAKAGAWA
Donor Management in Critical Cases

INA JOCHMANS
Pumping Kidneys

ANDRE SIMON
Heart and Lung Preservation

TINA COCO
Donor Family Care

SCOTT BRUBAKER
Donor Family Care

RECORDING
ONLINE NOW!

May 3rd
10am EST

June 28th
10am EST

September
Date/Time TBD

October
Date/Time TBD

November
Date/Time TBD

MANISH BALWANI, INDIA

LUIZ GUSTAVO DIAS DA CURZ, BRAZIL

WON JUNG LEE, KOREA

ALVIN LI, CANADA

MAYUKO OGAWA, JAPAN

SHAIFALI SANDAL, CANADA

RODRIGO SARLO, BRAZIL

THOMAS SCHACHTNER, GERMANY

JOYCE TROMPETA, UNITED STATES

MIKIKO YOSHIKAWA, JAPAN

Congratulations to
the Winners of

the 2015 Scientific
Awards for ISODP

VISIT THE ISODP
WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
AND TO VIEW ALL

PREVIOUS PRESENTATIONS!
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF VASCULARIZED
COMPOSITE ALLOTRANSPLANTATION UPDATE

O
ur Society was founded by pioneers in composite
tissue allotransplantation: visionaries who
recognized the future possibilities of the field and

grouped people together to support each other and
share in a common purpose. Continuing with the
development that the field has attained in the last
decade, we now have a new name: International Society
of Vascularized Composite Allotransplantation (ISVCA).
Although the name has changed, all aspects of our service
and commitment remain the same. On behalf of all the
members, the Council thanks the pioneers of our Society
for all that they have done.

It is with great pleasure that we invite you to an
International Workshop on VCA Histology on May 21,
2016 in Durham, North Carolina: "Grades and Stages of
Rejection: Towards Clinical Correlation". The workshop
is developed to encourage the exchange of scientific
and clinical information and support the interchange of
issues surrounding VCA histopathology. For more
information, please visit the website here.

Following the successful 2015 Congress in Philadelphia,
we would like to invite you to our 13th Congress of the
ISVCA, to be held in Salzburg, Austria, October 26-27,
2017. The meeting will include plenary sessions and
abstract presentations, providing an overview of current
developments and new perspectives, and an
opportunity for leaders in the field to share their most
recent findings. We look forward to seeing you in Austria
in 2017!  n

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF VASCULARIZED
COMPOSITE ALLOTRANSPLANTATION

pioneered development

brings the society to the

present and into the future

renamed and
committed

First Successful Hand Transplantation, Lyon, 1998

28



29

INTERNATIONAL XENOTRANSPLANTATION
ASSOCIATION UPDATE

I  A
International 
Xenotransplantation
Association

expansion of membership,

increased opportunities,

and active involvement 

rapid
development

PRESIDENT

Peter Cowen, Australia

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Leo Bühler, Switzerland

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Takaaki Kobayashi, Japan

SECRETARY/TREASURER

Agnes Azimzadeh, USA

COUNCILORS

Curie Ahn, South Korea

Wayne Hawthorne, Australia

Shuji Miyagawa, Japan

Muhammad Mohiuddin, USA

David Sachs, USA

Eckard Wolf, Germany

T
he Joint Congress of IPITA, IXA, and CTS, held in
Melbourne, Australia in November 2015, was a
great success both scientifically and socially. Joint

plenaries reaffirmed the significant synergies between
the 3 Sections, while the packed IXA-specific program
stream highlighted several major advances in
xenotransplantation, which were the subject of a press
release. It was clear from numerous presentations that
the rapid development of techniques for precise genetic
engineering continues apace, with the promise of further
prolongation of xenograft survival and the minimization
of infectious risk. IXA provided a number of travel
awards to allow young members to attend and present
their work, and the Vanguard Committee, chaired by
Chris Burlak, worked with the other Sections to hold a
very well attended young investigator session, followed
by a networking event. IXA also sponsored
presentations by the 2015 IXA Honorary Member (Uri
Galili) and the inaugural Reemtsma Lecturer (Mark
Hardy), adding a historical perspective to the program.

The incoming IXA Council consists of President Peter
Cowan (Australia), President-Elect Leo Bühler
(Switzerland), Secretary/Treasurer Agnes Azimzadeh
(USA), Immediate Past President Takaaki Kobayashi
(Japan), and councilors Curie Ahn (South Korea), Wayne
Hawthorne (Australia), Shuji Miyagawa (Japan),
Muhammad Mohiuddin (USA), David Sachs (USA), and
Eckard Wolf (Germany).

Council’s goals in 2016-17 include continuing to expand
the membership and provide more opportunities and
benefits to members, promoting the active involvement
of younger members, and ensuring that regulatory and
ethical frameworks develop in line with advances in the
field. Members are warmly encouraged to contact the
President or other members of Council with any new
ideas and suggestions.  n



ESME DIJKE, CANADA

BETH FRENCH, UNITED STATES

LAURA HIGGINBOTHAM, UNITED STATES

HAYATO IWASE, UNITED STATES

JAEYOUNG KIM, KOREA

HYUN JE KIM, KOREA

WHAYOUNG LEE, UNITED STATES

NATACHA MADELON, SWITZERLAND

GREGORY R. MARTENS, UNITED STATES

BYOUNG-HOON MIN, KOREA

YI WEN QIAN, AUSTRALIA

JUN-SEOP SHIN, KOREA

YIXIONG TAN, AUSTRALIA

ASEDA TENA, UNITED STATES

MEHMET C. ULUER, UNITED STATES

JI-JING YAN, KOREA

Congratulations to
the Winners of

the 2015 Scientific
Awards for IXA
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INTERNATIONAL XENOTRANSPLANTATION
ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Mark your calendar!
The next biennial scientific meeting of IXA, organised by Robin Pierson III and

Agnes Azimzadeh, will be held in Baltimore, MD, USA from September 20-23, 2017
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INTESTINAL REHABILITATION AND 
TRANSPLANT ASSOCIATION UPDATE

T
he XIV International Small Bowel Transplant
Symposium (ISBTS) 2015 provided a forum for the
presentation of cutting edge research and

education in all aspects of intestinal failure (both the
transplant and non-transplant medical and surgical
management) for more than two decades. The pioneers
active in this field recognized the need for a formal
organizational structure in addition to the educational
mission fulfilled by the ISBTS meetings and this led to
development of the Intestinal Transplant Association
(ITA) in 2003. Subsequently, the ITA has assumed
responsibility for planning and organizing this every-
other-year educational meeting and the management of
the International Intestinal Transplant Registry that
encompasses data on more than 90% of all intestinal
transplants performed worldwide.

The ISBTS was held in South America for the first time in
June 2015, and with a record number of attendees (over
600) along with several other notable firsts. The Council
of the ITA held the first strategic planning retreat, and
during the meeting the Association honored several
living legends in the field of intestinal failure and
transplantation, including Stanley Dudrick, Thomas
Starzl and Masayuki Okumura. In addition and in
recognition of the broad educational and research focus
of the Association and its members, the Council
proposed to change the name of our Association. At the
conclusion of our biennial business meeting, the
membership voted to more appropriately represent all
of the aspects of intestinal failure management that is
encompassed by our organization by approving the
Association’s name change from ITA to the Intestinal
Rehabilitation and Transplant Association (IRTA).

The new name will be used going forward including in
the announcements for the XV Congress of the Intestinal
Rehabilitation and Transplant Association (CIRTA 2017).
The CIRTA 2017 meeting will be held in New York City
from June 28 – July 1, 2017.Planning is already well
underway. We look forward to seeing you there!  n

Intestinal Rehabilitation & Transplant
A S S O C I A T I O N

a bit of history and

exciting news

for the future! 

all aspects
represented

CIRTA 2017
JUNE 28 - JULY 1      NEW YORK, NY, USA

XV International Congress of the
Intestinal Rehabilitation & Transplant Association



TRANSPLANT INFECTIOUS
DISEASE UPDATE

I
n October 2015, the Transplant Infectious Disease
Section held a successful meeting in Cancun, Mexico
reviewing “Cutting Edge Topics in Transplant

Infectious Disease for the Transplant Clinician”. The well-
attended conference provided simultaneous translation
in Spanish and English, and included talks on multidrug
resistant gram-negative infections, respiratory viruses,
and cryptococcosis as well as tuberculosis, Chagas,
Dengue, Chikungunya, and leishmaniasis. International
experts discussed HIV+ to HIV+ organ transplantation,
as well as organ donor-derived infections. Practical
clinical recommendations on pre-transplant evaluation,
antimicrobial prophylaxis, and the management of
common syndromes including fever, CMV infection,
pneumonia, and CNS infection were discussed. The
meeting concluded with the popular clinical case
presentations, during which conference speakers shared
their most challenging and unforgettable transplant
infection cases with the group. The meeting was
followed by dinner poolside under the stars as attendees
from around the globe had the opportunity to network
and plan for future clinical and research collaboration.
For those who were not able to attend TID 2015, the
presentations can be viewed on the Section website.

TID continues to be active with a respiratory viruses
webinar presented by Dr. Michael Ison and an upcoming
Zika virus webinar to be presented by Clarisse Machado,
TID Section President-Elect. We encourage you to share
challenging clinical transplant infection cases at
tidchat@tts.org. Even if you don’t have clinical questions
to ask, sign up to receive TIDChat discussions and take
the opportunity to review clinical management
recommendations contributed by experts from all over
the world. TID welcomes Section members from all
subspecialties in transplant medicine. Membership
includes an electronic subscription to Transplant
Infectious Disease as well as participation in Section
educational activities.

We invite you to join us in Hong Kong, on August 18,
2016 for the 10th International Transplant Infectious
Disease Conference, to be held at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Center (HKCEC) just prior to
the start of TTS 2016. The Conference will include talks
by selected international speakers focusing on clinical
challenges in transplant infectious diseases, and will
conclude with a series of memorable case presentations.
Please plan on arriving early in Hong Kong so you don’t
miss this opportunity to attend TID 2016.  n

with sights forward to

Hong Kong and TID 2016

clinical and
research

collaboration
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10th International
Transplant Infectious Diseases Conference

August 18, 2016 | Hong Kong
1 DAY PRIOR TO TTS 2016 

Supported by Roche through an unrestricted educational grant.
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Eugenia Siu
Registration & Administration Coordinator
eugenia.siu@tts.org

Darren Woodbury
Graphic Designer
darren.woodbury@tts.org

Chi Hong Yeung
Accounting Clerk
chihong.yeung@tts.org

TTS OFFICERS &
COUNCILORS
2014–2016

COUNCILORS
Asia
Jongwon Ha
Vivekanand Jha
Shiro Takahara

Europe
Beatriz Domínguez-Gil
Dirk R.J. Kuyper

Latin America
Rudolf Garcia-Gallont
Alejandro Niño Murcia

Middle East / Africa
Ifeoma Ulasi

North America
Minnie Sarwal
Megan Sykes
Stefan G. Tullius 

Oceania
Josette Eris

To consolidate its position as the leading global organization,
the Council has representation from all six regions of the world:
Asia, Europe, Latin America, Middle East/Africa, North America
and Oceania.

PRESIDENT
Philip J. O’Connell

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Nancy Ascher

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Francis L. Delmonico

VICE-PRESIDENT
Marcelo Cantarovich

SECRETARY
Gabriel Danovitch

SENIOR TREASURER
John J. Fung

TREASURER
Elmi Muller

HISTORIAN
Randall E. Morris

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Jean-Pierre Mongeau
Executive Director





www.tts2016.org

• Early Bird Registration Deadline: May 16
• Regular Registration Deadline: July 14   
• Hotel Reservation Deadline: July 11

Registration
Deadlines


